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A) RESPONSIBILITIES

B)

C)

It is the responsibility of all personnel using animals at The University of Texas at El
Paso (UTEP) to abide by this policy. If an exception is needed it is the responsibility
of the Institutional Animal Care & Use Committee (IACUC) to review for approval
such requests for an exception to this policy.

APPLICATION

This policy applies to all protocols.

BACKGROUND
The Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals (the Guide, NRC 2011) states:

“newly received animals should be given a period for physiologic, behavioral, and
nutritional acclimation before their use.” (p. 111) The length of time for this
acclimation period will depend on multiple factors, including the duration and distance
traveled, the species, and the intended use of the animals. Transportation can lead to
significant changes in the cardiovascular, hematologic, endocrine, immune, nervous,

and reproductive systems that can impact research data.

In addition, the Guide states that quarantine measures are a component of
preventive medicine. Quarantine is important for the effective management
of animal biosecurity and surveillance and should be routinely
implemented. An effective quarantine program minimizes the potential for
pathogen introduction into the animal population, which is of particular
concern when the stress of transportation may cause animals harboring
subclinical infections to become ill and/or shed the causative pathogens.
The duration and other conditions of the quarantine period can typically be
determined by information supplied by health reports and other information

supplied by animal vendors and investigators.

D) DEFINITIONS

1) Acclimation Period — Period of time during which newly shipped animals are

given a rest period for physiological, psychological, and nutritional stabilization



2)
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before use in research projects. This allows animals to recover from shipping
stress and permits them to adapt to their new surroundings.

Quarantine — As noted in The Guide: “Quarantine is the separation of newly
arrived animals from those already in the facility, in a way that prevents potential
spread of contaminants.” This period typically entails procurement of samples
that will be tested to determine health and/or pathogen status of newly arrived
animals and prescribe and implement any measures that might be required to

ensure biosecurity for these animals and those in the general population.

E) PROCEDURES

1

2)

Acclimation:

The following are the minimum IACUC-required acclimation periods based on
species and procedure. If shorter acclimation periods are needed for study

purposes, they must be scientifically justified and approved in the protocol.

Species Procedure type | Minimum acclimation
Non-mammalian vertebrates Non-survival 1 day
(birds, aquatics, reptiles) Survival 2 days
Rodents (rats, mice, guinea pigs, | Non-survival 1 day
etc.) Survival 5 days
Quarantine:

a) Rodents arriving to UTEP from sources other than the approved commercial
vendors (such as other universities) must undergo a quarantine period. This
protects the existing colony of rodents at UTEP from inadvertent introduction
of diseases.

b) The Laboratory Animal Resources Center (LARC) Office should be contacted
to coordinate the importation of animals from non-approved sources. Requests
to receive animals from non-approved sources may be denied based on the
health records received from the shipping institution. In these cases, LARC will
work with the laboratory to find alternative solutions to obtain the animals
(rederivation, other sources).

c) Animals that are removed from a facility, or from a room of higher health
status to an environment of unknown or lower health status with intent to

return may need to be held separately from the colony of origin until their
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health status can be determined and any necessary measures enacted.

Removal and return of animals must be approved in the protocol.
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